For current hours, please check our
website or call Briar Bush
M-F between 9 AM - 5 PM.
The staff is looking forward to
welcoming the community back into
the museum and bird observatory
in the near future!

Become a Member and Receive:

• 20% program discount
• Advance registration for summer camps
• Invitations to members-only events
• Discounted/free admission to select
nature centers across the nation and more!

www.briarbush.org

Newsletter and Calendar
215-887-6603

September - December 2021

Look Inside for:

With a Little Help From Our Friends

Programs for All Ages

Without a doubt, this past year and a half has been difficult. Not
very many would disagree. It has been the time of the “new normal”
in every aspect of life for most people in our community: new rules
for visiting with friends and family, new rules at work, new rules
when grocery shopping, and even new rules at the playground. Life
is different. It’s as simple as that.

Programs for Children

There was one thing at Briar Bush, however, that didn’t change this
year - the dedication and commitment of our seasoned volunteers
and the thoughtfulness of community members pitching in during a
time when it mattered most. At Briar Bush, there are a variety of
roles that a volunteer can fill. Volunteers can provide time and energy to keep our programs filled with excitement and enrichment, keep
our animal ambassadors healthy and happy, and maintain our trails
so that they are ready for you and your family to have an adventure.
There were uncountable moments of kindness that Briar Bush has
received this past year. The following are a few that we were able to
catch on camera.

(continued on page 2)

Programs for Adults

The Nature Center will be closed
on Labor Day, Columbus Day,
Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving Day,
and Christmas Day.
Trails are always open dawn to dusk.
www.briarbush.org

Jeannette, a BBNC trail guide, pauses with a visiting group to
point out BBNC’s Ehren Gross working with a honeybee swarm.
215-887-6603

Briar Bush News and Information

BBNC summer camp aides lead a
game with our youngest camp group.
Volunteers from Wells Fargo help FOBB Board Member, Amy
Ricci, prepare the Briar Bush playscape for the camp season.

Oren, our animal care intern, shares
their art skills in the Discovery Den.
FOBB Board Member, Stephanie McKenna, teaches a group
about turtles & tortoises at our Briar Park program.

Power Home Remodeling spend a day at Briar Bush helping with
many projects including A LOT of invasive removal.
www.briarbush.org
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Tracy, an animal care volunteer, helps
BBNC’s Katie Fisk, with a talon trim.
215-887-6603

Briar Bush News and Information

FOBB Board Member, Henry Geyer, plays “Who’s
Scat is That?” with visitors at a community event.

Don & Sue Fisk make a delivery of camp supplies
after hours of bargain shopping on behalf of BBNC.

Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers!
We are so grateful that you have decided to join the Briar Bush family.
If you are interested in learning more about Briar Bush’s volunteer opportunities,
visit www.briarbush.org/volunteer or email volunteer@briarbush.org.

Become a Member of the
Friends of Briar Bush!

Trick or Tree!
Modified In-Person Program for FOBB Members

Your membership helps us meet our mission to deliver high-quality education programs to children and
adults of all ages and backgrounds.

Saturday, October 23, 2021 from 2:00pm - 3:00pm
(Rain Date: Sunday, October 24, 2021)

- Cost: FREE
(Visit our website to register. Registration is required.)

Benefits of membership include:
 20% program discount on most BBNC Programs
 Priority registration for summer camp programs
 10% discount on gift shop items
 Free admission to the museum
 Guest Passes
 Reciprocity to select organizations through ANCA
 Invitations to members only programs including
our fall program - Trick or Tree!

Members are invited to join us at Briar Bush for a fun
-filled fall themed event.
This program takes place outdoors.
Participants are required to wear masks.

Visit https://www.briarbush.org/become-a-member
or call us at #215-887-6603 for more information.
Briar Bush Nature Center
United Way Donor Option 6003
Please give where you work.
Your contribution helps support:
 Quality environmental education
 A Nature Sanctuary
 Museum & Bird Observatory
 Over 30 Animal Ambassadors
www.briarbush.org

Remember Briar Bush this giving season!

Help our dedicated staff create affordable high quality
programs by choosing Briar Bush as your charity when
you shop on Amazon using smile.amazon.com.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
purchases to the Friends of Briar Bush at no charge to you.
3

215-887-6603

Programs for Children
Advanced registration is required. To register, visit www.briarbush.org or call (215) 887-6603.
Members receive a 20% discount. Abington residents receive a 10% discount.
Visit our website to review the most current Mitigation Plan for Modified In-Person Programming.

Magic Mornings
Modified In-Person Program for 2-4 YOs w/ Adult
September-November from 10:30am-11:30am
- Cost: $12.00/session
$6.00/additional child in same household
December from 10:30am-11:15am
- Cost: $10.00/session
$5.00/additional child in same household
Hey, toddlers! Bring your favorite adult to Briar Bush
for walks, animal encounters, activities, and more.
Each week features a new theme, which repeats
throughout the week (register for one day per week).

Nature Pioneers

This program takes place indoors and outdoors.
Masks are required for children 2+ and adults.

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

September

22
29

23
30

24
X

October

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

8
15
22
29

3
10
17

4
X
18

5
12
19

November

December

www.briarbush.org

1
8
15

2
9
16

Modified In-Person Program for 4-6 YOs
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1:00pm-2:30pm
- Cost: $15.00/session
Children are invited to join us on their own for ageappropriate activities, walks, animal encounters, and
more! Each week features a new theme (register for
Wednesday or Thursday each week).
This program takes place indoors and outdoors.
Participants are required to wear masks.
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Programs for Children
Advanced registration is required. To register, visit www.briarbush.org or call (215) 887-6603.
Members receive a 20% discount. Abington residents receive a 10% discount.
Visit our website to review the most current Mitigation Plan for Modified In-Person Programming.

Homeschool Sessions

After-School Sessions

Modified In-Person Program for Grades K-6

Modified In-Person Program for Grades K-6

K-2: Select Mondays from 1:00pm-2:30pm
3-6: Select Tuesdays from 1:00pm-2:30pm
- Cost: $25.00/session

Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 4:00pm-5:30pm
- Cost: $25.00/session

Briar Bush Nature Center understands the importance
of nature play and scientific discovery in a child’s
development. Our modified After School program
allows us to continue offering an opportunity for children to safely experience the wonders of nature at
their favorite backyard nature center.

Enrich your homeschool science curriculum at Briar
Bush! Homeschool students can join us for engaging
lessons, live animal encounters, scientific discovery,
nature play, and more.
This program takes place indoors and outdoors.
Participants are required to wear masks.
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This program takes place indoors and outdoors.
Participants are required to wear masks.

School’s Out, Get Outside!
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Modified In-Person Program for Grades K-6
Select Holidays from 8:30am-3:30pm
- Cost: $75.00/session
When school is not in session, students can spend a
day at Briar Bush exploring the outdoors, meeting
live animals, making crafts, playing in nature, and
more. (Pack a lunch and snacks.)
This program takes place indoors and outdoors.
Participants are required to wear masks.
www.briarbush.org
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215-887-6603

Programs for All Ages & Groups
Call Briar Bush M-F between 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM to make a reservation for your group today!
Visit our website to review the most current Mitigation Plan for Modified In-Person Programming.

WinterFest 2022

Virtual Programs!

Sunday, February 13, 2022 from
1:00pm-4:00pm

Our Animal Ambassadors can visit your party, class,
happy hour, or work meeting for an educational program or just a break from monotony.
Visit www.briarbush.org/virtual-animal-encounters
for information or to book a program.

On Super Bowl Sunday, don’t lay around bored with
anticipation. Come celebrate the winter season before
the big game! The whole family is welcome to participate in winter-themed games, activities, crafts, &
more!
Visit www.briarbush.org or call (215) 887-6603 for
more information about this year’s festival.

Scout Programs

Birthday Parties

Modified In-Person Programs

Modified In-Person Programs for All Ages

Date & Time - Determined During Scheduling
- Cost: Varies

Date & Time - Determined During Scheduling
- Cost: Varies

Briar Bush offers opportunities for Cub Scouts and
Girl Scouts to learn new skills and gain hands-on experiences in nature as an effort to help them become
more comfortable and independent in the outdoors.

Make the day extra special with a unique party at
Briar Bush! Our educator can also bring the fun to
you with one of our Outreach Party options.

Our 12.5 acres serve as a rich oasis and the perfect
place for Scouts to explore, discover, and get dirty!

For more information or to schedule, call (215) 887-6603.

For more information or to schedule, call (215) 887-6603.

www.briarbush.org
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Programs for Adults
Advanced registration is required. To register, visit www.briarbush.org or call (215) 887-6603.
Members receive a 20% discount. Abington residents receive a 10% discount.
Visit our website to review the most current Mitigation Plan for Modified In-Person Programming.

A Walk in the Woods: Guided Hikes
Modified In-Person Program Tailored for Adults
Select Thursdays and Saturdays from 2:00pm-2:45pm
- Cost: FOBB Member: FREE; Others: $5.00
Join Briar Bush educators on interpretive hikes around
Briar Bush and Alverthorpe Park.
This program takes place outdoors.
Participants are required to wear masks.
Saturday

Thursday

September

18 (Briar Bush)

23 (Alverthorpe)

October

16 (Alverthorpe)

21 (Briar Bush)

November

13 (Briar Bush)

18 (Alverthorpe)

Great Escapes
Modified In-Person Program for Adults
Join us in exploring natural and historic locations throughout the region. We’ll be traveling by Briar Bush van
to popular hotspots, local favorites, and places well off the beaten path.
Yuletide at Winterthur
Saturday, December 4, 2021 from 9:00am-5:00pm
- Cost: $80.00
Discover one of the Brandywine Valley’s most spectacular holiday showcases! Yuletide at Winterthur
embraces the warmth and festivity of the season with
a magnificent tour of Henry Francis du Pont’s mansion. Experience breathtaking trees, dazzling room
displays, a magical dollhouse, and the mischievous
Belsnickel, a gift giver from German folklore closely
related to Ol’ Saint Nick. You’ll have the opportunity to shop, dine, and immerse yourself in the holiday
season.
Participants are required to wear masks.
Notes: Participants will meet at Briar Bush at 8:45am. The group will arrive back at Briar Bush by 5:00pm.
This trip will require walking and standing in order to tour the museum. Choosing weather appropriate clothing and comfortable shoes will contribute to a great experience. Participants are responsible for dining costs.
This trip is subject to cancellation due to weather.
www.briarbush.org
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1212 Edge Hill Road
Abington, PA 19001
www.briarbush.org

Visit our website for more information & purchase tickets today!

www.briarbush.org
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