
  
 

Dear Friends and Supporters of Briar Bush, 
 

The shutdown due to COVID-19 is challenging everyone in unique ways.  I hope that you and your 
families are well and staying safe. The staff and I wanted to share an update on what the Briar Bush staff 
has been working on since the stay-at-home order was put in place. 
 

Heidi started videotaping weekly "Magic Mornings Home Edition" programs. We have the programs 
posted on our website as well as our YouTube channel. We have gotten a great response from the Magic 
Morning parents as well as a few preschool teachers who are sharing with their preschool families. 
 

Mark and Ehren have videotaped the March and Earth Day Sage programs. They are also posted on our 
website and YouTube channel. The Abington Township website and government channel will also be 
posting our videos. 
 

Our education staff have been working on filming ACORN lessons for the Abington Elementary Schools. 
We wanted to try and fulfill our ACORN contract with the schools, and the teachers were thrilled that we 
were offering virtual lessons. So far, we have completed lessons for the Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th. Additional programs for Kindergarten, 1st and 3rd grades are very close to being completed.   
 

Melissa is continuing to prepare for summer camp. Of course, we are discussing what options might be 
available if social distancing is still in place this summer. Melissa will be involved in round table 
discussions with Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society regarding the summer camp season. We will 
be reaching out to summer camp families as soon as more information becomes available from state and 
county officials.   
 

We have begun offering Animal Encounters via Zoom. The virtual programs will be offered for birthday 
parties, family activities, corporate meetings or online school. Patti spoke with a preschool teacher who 
had to cancel their spring outreach programs and she is so excited to be able to offer her students this 
virtual program. 
 

Karen is doing an amazing job at keeping up with social media and communication efforts.   
 

All staff are working remotely, except Katie. She is our eyes and ears at Briar Bush. Katie is taking 
excellent care of all of our animal ambassadors. She posts regularly on Facebook with animal updates.   
 

I write this on the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day and while it is strange not celebrating with the community 
of Briar Bush supporters, it is comforting to know that we have an amazing staff that takes action every 
day to support the Mission of Briar Bush - to inspire people of all ages and backgrounds to explore and 
protect nature by encouraging curiosity and scientific inquiry.  I am truly thankful for the amazing work 
that the staff continues to produce.   What a talented and dedicated team!   
  
Regards,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Judge – President: Friends of Briar Bush  
Below are some helpful links for the latest information:  
http://www.montcopa.org 
http://www.abingtonpa.gov  
http://www.briarbush.org 
https://www.facebook.com/briarbushnaturecenter/ 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BriarBushNatureCtr
https://www.briarbush.org/nature-breaks
https://www.youtube.com/user/BriarBushNatureCtr
https://www.facebook.com/briarbushnaturecenter/
http://www.montcopa.org/
http://www.abingtonpa.gov/
http://www.briarbush.org/
https://www.facebook.com/briarbushnaturecenter/

